
St. Pete Christian School  
Summer Reading Project 2018 

 
Incoming 6th Grade 

 
This year’s incoming sixth graders will be required to read ONE book and 
complete ONE project that will count as a grade in their English class at the 
start of the 2018-2019 school year. Completed projects should be 
submitted to the student’s English teacher (either Ms. Rogers or Mrs. 
McFarland), on or before Friday, August 10, 2018.  
 
The assigned book this year is My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead 
George. Copies of this novel can either be checked out from local libraries 
OR purchased from local or online book retailers.  
 
 Students will choose from one of the following projects: 

● Book Quilt OR 
● Alphabet Book OR 
● Powerpoint 

 
Please see attached project directions and grading rubrics. This information will also be 
available on the school’s website: www.stpetechristian.com 
 
Example pictures of book quilts and alphabet books can be found here: 
http://www.edline.net/files/_EbDOz_/8c6fd68d6e0667ec3745a49013852ec4/6th_Grade
_Summer_Project_Examples_2015.pdf 
 
After returning to school in August, students will review, complete activities, and write 
about the book, My Side of the Mountain. Please email Ms. Rogers at 
rogersa@stpetechristian.org or Mrs. McFarland (LRC) at 
mcfarlandk@stpetechristian.org regarding accommodations for this project.  
 

http://www.stpetechristian.com/
http://www.edline.net/files/_EbDOz_/8c6fd68d6e0667ec3745a49013852ec4/6th_Grade_Summer_Project_Examples_2015.pdf
http://www.edline.net/files/_EbDOz_/8c6fd68d6e0667ec3745a49013852ec4/6th_Grade_Summer_Project_Examples_2015.pdf
mailto:rogersa@stpetechristian.org
mailto:mcfarlandk@stpetechristian.org


6th Grade Summer Reading Project: Alphabet Book 
 
For this project, you will complete an “Alphabet Book” that demonstrates your 
knowledge of characters, events, other story elements, and key literary devices. 
Obviously, some letters will be difficult (such as “X”) so you may occasionally combine 
2-3 letters together and give an example from only one letter.  
Be sure that all pages have a combination of art and words to receive full credit.  
 
Suggestions/Examples: 

● Front Cover: List the title of the novel and author. Add a picture or a 
drawing of the book. 

● Back Cover: Write your name, teacher, class period 
 
Inside Page Possibilities: 

● For E- title the page “Exposition” and include the setting along with a 
brief summary of the basic situation. 

 
● For G- title the page “Genre” and discuss the genre of My Side of the 

Mountain. Give an example from the story as evidence to this genre. 
(Genre= type of book; fantasy, realistic fiction, fairy tale, nonfiction, 
biography, etc) 

 
● For O- title the page “Opinion” and give three specific reasons why 

someone should or should not read this book. Did the author do a 
good job of holding your interest? 

 
● For V- title the page “Vocabulary” and make a list of 5 new words you 

learned, along with their definitions and/ or context clues from the 
book. 

 
● XYZ - choose one of these letters as a page.  

 
Remember to make sure EVERY letter of the alphabet is represented in the 
book you create.  
 
**Projects adapted from Christa McAuliffe Middle School 



 
 
 

Alphabet Book Rubric 
 
 
Neatness & Following Directions ( 5 points possible)          ________ pts. 
 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Detail/complexity ( 25 points possible) _________ pts. 
 
____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 
Grammar, Usage and Spelling ( 5 points possible) _________ pts. 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Creativity ( 15 points possible) __________ pts.  
 
____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Total Points _______________/ 50 Possible 
 
 
Student Name: ___________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 



 
6th Grade Summer Reading Project: Book Quilt  

 
For this project, you will need to identify and explain nine specific literary elements and 
techniques from the book, My Side of the Mountain. 
 
Directions: 

1. Using cardstock, construction paper, or scrapbook paper, cut out nine squares. 
All squares should be the same size, for example 8 x8.  
The nine elements below should each be represented on its own square. You will 
write on these squares.  

2. Decide how to decorate or illustrate each square.  
3. Join all nine squares together on tile, poster board, cloth, construction paper or 

any other creative material and “sew” together to form one large square “quilt.” 
 

Quilt Squares Elements: 
1. Author/Title: For your center square, list the title of the novel, a byline for the 

author, and perhaps a brief summary of the book’s plot. A picture of the book 
cover would be nice, too. 

2. Protagonist: The main character; usually the hero or “good”guy. How old is 
he/she? What are some important character traits (internal traits)? Physical 
description (external traits)? 

3. Antagonist: Whoever (or whatever) is against the protagonist (could be man, 
animal, nature, society, supernatural, or self) This is also considered types of 
conflict. Give some specific details! 

4. Exposition: This includes the setting (time period and place of the story) along 
with a brief summary of the basic situation. 

5. Vocabulary: Make a list of 5 new words you learned, along with their definition 
and/or context clues from the novel.  

6. Theme: What was the main thing the author wants you to know about humanity 
or life? The author was trying to make you look at something in a different way. 
What was it? Do not summarize the book in this section. Main idea  theme.≠  

7. Figurative Language: Find some examples in the book and identify them. 
Choices: similes, metaphors, alliteration, personification, onomatopoeia 
Pick two different types of figurative language. 

      8. Genre: Was this novel fiction? Nonfiction? Fantasy? An autobiography? How do  
You know? Give an example from the story to prove your point.  

      9. Opinion: Did you think the author did a good job of holding your interest? Give  
          Three specific reasons someone should or should not read this book.  

 



 
 

Book Quilt Rubric 
 

 
Neatness & Following Directions ( 5 points possible)          ________ pts. 
 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Detail/complexity ( 25 points possible) _________ pts. 
 
____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 
Grammar, Usage and Spelling ( 5 points possible) _________ pts. 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Creativity ( 15 points possible) __________ pts.  
 
____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Total Points _______________/ 50 Possible 
 
 
Student Name: ___________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 



6th Grade Summer Project: PowerPoint  
 
Directions: Create a PowerPoint Presentation or Google Slides  with nine 
slides as described in the list below. The PowerPoint should be free of 
spelling errors. It should show proficiency using PowerPoint (animation, 
design, and presentation).  
Each slide must contain a picture or two that is representative of the slide, 
a heading/label, and background. Be sure that ALL of your work is original. 
See attached policy on plagiarism.  
 
Prepare the following slides: 
 

1. Author/Title: For your first slide, list the title of the novel, a byline for the author, 
and perhaps a brief summary of the book’s plot. A picture of the book cover 
would be nice, too. 

2. Protagonist: The main character; usually the hero or “good”guy. How old is 
he/she? What are some important character traits (internal traits)? Physical 
description (external traits)? 

3. Antagonist: Whoever (or whatever) is against the protagonist (could be man, 
animal, nature, society, supernatural, or self) This is also considered types of 
conflict. Give some specific details! 

4. Exposition: This includes the setting (time period and place of the story) along 
with a brief summary of the basic situation. 

5. Vocabulary: Make a list of 5 new words you learned, along with their definition 
and/or context clues from the novel.  

6. Theme: What was the main thing the author wants you to know about humanity 
or life? The author was trying to make you look at something in a different way. 
What was it? 

7. Figurative Language: Find some examples in the book and identify them. 
Choices: similes, metaphors, alliteration, personification, onomatopoeia 
Pick two different types of figurative language. 

      8. Genre: Was this novel fiction? Nonfiction? Fantasy? An autobiography? How do  
You know? Give an example from the story to prove your point.  

      9. Opinion: Did you think the author did a good job of holding your interest? Give  
          Three specific reasons someone should or should not read this book. 
 
 
 

 



PowerPoint Rubric 
 
 
Detail/complexity/accuracy ( 35 points possible) _________ pts. 
Pictures on all nine slides! Connections to text are correct, specific, and 
insightful. 
____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
Grammar, Usage and Spelling ( 5 points possible) _________ pts. 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Creativity ( 10 points possible) __________ pts.  
 
____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Total Points _______________/ 50 Possible 
 
 
Student Name: ___________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6th Grade English Extra Credit Opportunity 

 
Students can choose to purchase and complete at least 20 lessons in the 
5th grade Language Arts Summer Skills Workbook for extra credit.  
 
Students who complete at least 20 lessons in the workbook will receive 20 
extra credit points divided equally between the four quarters of next school 
year.  
 
Extra credit workbooks are available for a limited time through the school, 
but may be purchased from the website below: 
http://www.summerskills.com/books/summer-language-arts-review-1 
 
 
Extra credit workbooks are due on Wednesday, August 8, 2018. 
Workbooks will be accepted until that Friday. No extra credit will be given 
out after Friday, August 10th.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.summerskills.com/books/summer-language-arts-review-1


English Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism 
Cheating is claiming the work of other individuals, groups, or agencies as your own.  
 
Cheating includes:  

● exchanging assignments with other students, whether it is believed the work will 
be copied or not;  giving or receiving answers during tests or quizzes. (It is the 
student’s responsibility to secure his or her papers so other students will not have 
the opportunity or the temptation to copy.);  

● taking credit for group work when the student has not contributed an equal or 
appropriate share toward the final result;  

●  accessing a test or quiz for the purpose of determining the questions in advance 
of its administration;  using summaries and commentaries (Cliff Notes, Spark 
Notes, etc.) instead of reading the assigned materials or for copying essays and 
responses.  

 
Plagiarism is a form of cheating. In this case, plagiarism happens most often when 
students are researching for information on topics in a class project or paper. Plagiarism 
is seen as a serious form of cheating that gives teachers a false view of a student’s 
strengths and weaknesses. It prevents further instruction in areas of weakness and 
delays the student in reaching his or her potential.  
 
Plagiarism includes:  

● taking someone else’s assignment or portion of an assignment and submitting it 
as one’s own;  

● submitting material written by someone else or rephrasing the ideas of another 
without giving the author’s name or source;  

● presenting the work of tutors, parents, siblings, or friends as one’s own;  
● failing to properly cite sources used in writing a paper or preparing a project; 

submitting purchased papers or papers from the Internet written by someone 
else as one’s own;  

●  supporting plagiarism by providing work to others, whether it is believed it will be 
copied or not. 

 
 Consequences: The consequences may include:  

● Re-instruction or review of proper research strategies and citations to avoid 
plagiarism.  

●  Students involved may receive a grade of “0” on the assignment, test, quiz, or 
project.  

●  A disciplinary referral may be submitted to the office and parents will be 
contacted. 

 
**Courtesy of Osceola Middle School English Department 


