
St. Pete Christian School  
Summer Reading Project 2018 

 
Incoming 7th Grade 

 
This year’s incoming seventh graders will be required to read TWO books and 
complete ONE project that will count as a grade in their English class at the start of the 
2018-19 school year. Completed projects should be submitted to the student’s English 
teacher (either Ms. Rogers or Mrs. McFarland), on or before Friday, August 10, 2018. 
Powerpoints can be emailed at any time during the summer.  
 
Book 1: The Cay, by Theodore Taylor 
Students are to read The Cay and be ready to analyze, write about, and complete an 
assessment on the book upon return to school. There is no summer project assigned for 
this book, but the expectation is that students will have finished reading it before August 
8, 2018. Students should purchase a copy of this book to bring to school in August. I 
recommend reading this book closer to the beginning of school.  
 
Book 2: Choose one book from the attached list. Students are to obtain a copy of their 
chosen book (must be from the attached list) either from the local library or from a local 
or online book retailer. After reading the book, students will complete one of the projects 
listed below. This project will be turned in to either Mrs. Rogers or Mrs. McFarland 
(LRC). Please consider reading level, interest level, and genre when picking a book 
from the list.  
Choose ONE project: 
 

● Literary Pizza OR 
 

● PowerPoint or Google Slideshow 
 
Please see attached project directions and grading rubrics. This information will also be available on the 
school’s website: www.stpetechristian.com 
*Pictures of Literary Pizza examples can be found at 
http://www.edline.net/files/_EdKNB_/c31e0d24d14567fc3745a49013852ec4/7th_Grade_Summer_Readin
g_Project_Examples_2015.pdf **Please contact Mrs. McFarland or Ms. Rogers to discuss learning 
accommodations. 

http://www.stpetechristian.com/
http://www.edline.net/files/_EdKNB_/c31e0d24d14567fc3745a49013852ec4/7th_Grade_Summer_Reading_Project_Examples_2015.pdf
http://www.edline.net/files/_EdKNB_/c31e0d24d14567fc3745a49013852ec4/7th_Grade_Summer_Reading_Project_Examples_2015.pdf


Summer Reading: Book 2 Choices 
 

Book Title Author AR 
Level 

Genre Page 
count 

Firefly Code☼ Megan Frazer 
Blakemore 

MG 4.6 Dystopian- 
Fantasy 

352 

Bud, Not Buddy Christopher Paul 
Curtis 

MG 5.0 Historical 
Fiction 

245 

Esperanza Rising Pam Munoz Ryan MG 5.3 Historical Fiction 262 

Frogkisser!☼ Garth Nix MG 6.0 Fairy Tale 
Inspired Fantasy 

384 

The Boys in the Boat (Young 
Readers Edition) 

Daniel James 
Brown 

MG 6.9 Nonfiction 256 

Restart ☼ Gordon Korman MG 5.1 Realistic Fiction 256 

Little Women Book One Louisa May Alcott MG 7.4 Classic Fiction 377-458 

First Rule of Punk☼ Celia C. Perez  MG 4.5 Realistic Fiction 336 

The Eureka Key☼ Sarah Thomson MG 4.8 Adventure 256 

Short ☼ Holly Goldberg 
Sloan 

MG 5.3 Realistic Fiction 336 

The Epic Fail of Arturo  
Zamora☼ 

Pablo Cartaya MG 5.0 Realistic Fiction 272 

The Witch of Blackbird Pond Elizabeth George 
Speare 

MG 5.7 Historical Fiction 130 

 
MG= Grades 4-8  
☼ = SSYRA 2018-2019  
 
I recommend visiting www.commonsensemedia.org to read more about each book.  
 
  

http://www.commonsensemedia.org/


7th Grade Summer Reading Project: 
Literary Pizza 

For this project, you will go into depth on ten specific literary elements that were present 
in the novel you read over the summer to create a “Literary Pizza.” Guidelines are listed 
below: 

● Each category/slice must be a combination of pictures and words. For 
example, if the protagonist played soccer, draw a picture of him/her in uniform or 
add clipart of a soccer ball. Then pull a quote from the story to make the 
character come to life! 

● Each slice/category should be clearly labeled. Neatness counts! Be creative! 
 
Directions:  

1. Create a pizza circle using poster board, cardboard, or other firm material. Use a 
diameter of 12, 14, or 16 inches for best results.  

2.  Cut or draw 10 “slices” on your pizza. Use a ruler for best results. Do your best 
to make sure the slices are equal in size.  

3. Using the categories below, draw pictures and write descriptions on each slice. 
 
Categories/Slices:  

1. Author/Title: List the title of the novel, a byline for the author and perhaps a brief 
summary of what the book’s about. 

2. Protagonist: The main character; usually the hero or “good” guy. How old is he/she/it? 
What are some important character traits (internal)? 

3. Antagonist: Whoever or whatever is against the protagonist. This includes conflict with 
man, animal, nature, supernatural, or self. Give specific examples! 

4. Exposition: This includes the setting (time period and place of the story) along with a 
listing of major and minor characters and the central problem. 

5. Rising Action: Give a chronological summary of all the complications/happenings that 
caused an increase in your interest (up to the climax). 

6. Climax: The highest emotional point of interest-where the story falls into place.  
(Example: in a mystery, it’s the “who done it” moment). 

     7.   Theme: What does the author want you to learn about life from this book? Remember, a  
            theme is not a main idea or a summary of what happened in the book. 
     8. Symbolism: A person, place, or object that has meaning by itself but suggests  
           other meanings as well. (Example: bring sunshine symbolizes goodness; a white 
            dove symbolizes peace). 
      9. Figurative Language: Lots to choose from here: think simile, metaphor, alliteration,  
          personification, onomatopoeia...pick two and explain. Include page numbers. 
     10. Genre: Was your novel fiction? Nonfiction? Fantasy? How do you know? Give an  
            example from the story to prove your point.  
 
** Reading projects adapted from Christa McAuliffe Middle School 



7th Grade Summer Reading Project: Literary Pizza Rubric 
 

Neatness          ________/5  pts. 
 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Detail/Complexity/ Followed directions for pizza slices  ________ / 30 pts. 
 
____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 
Grammar, Usage and Spelling _________ / 5 pts. 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Creativity __________ / 10 pts.  
 
____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Total Points _______________/ 50 Possible 
 
 
Student Name: ___________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 
 
 



7th Grade Summer Reading Project: PowerPoint Project 
 
Directions: Create a PowerPoint Presentation or Google Slides  with nine 
slides as described in the list below. The PowerPoint should be free of 
spelling errors. It should show proficiency using PowerPoint (animation, 
design, and presentation).  
Important: Each slide must contain a picture or two that is representative of 
the slide, be labeled, and have a background other than white.  
 
Prepare the following slides: 
 

1. Author/Title: For your first slide, list the title of the novel, a byline for the author, 
and perhaps a brief summary of the book’s plot. A picture of the book cover 
would be nice, too. Also, student name must be present on this slide. 

2. Protagonist: The main character; usually the hero or “good”guy. How old is 
he/she? What are some important character traits (internal traits)? Physical 
description (external traits)? 

3. Antagonist: Whoever (or whatever) is against the protagonist (could be man, 
animal, nature, society, supernatural, or self) This is also considered types of 
conflict. Give some specific details! 

4. Exposition: This includes the setting (time period and place of the story) along 
with a brief summary of the basic situation. 

5. Vocabulary: Make a list of 5 new words you learned, along with their definition 
and/or context clues from the novel. Cite the page numbers. 

6.  Summary: Summarize the big events in the story. Explain the resolution. 
7. Theme: What was the main thing the author wants you to know about humanity 

or life? The author was trying to make you look at something in a different way. 
What was it? Provide evidence from the text. Remember, theme is not the 
main idea. Do not summarize what happened in the story. 

8. Figurative Language: Find some examples in the book and identify them. 
Choices: similes, metaphors, alliteration, personification, onomatopoeia 
Pick two different types of figurative language and explain.  

      9. Genre: Was this novel fiction? Nonfiction? Fantasy? An autobiography? How do  
You know? Give an example from the story to prove your points.  

      10. Student Recommendation/ Opinion: Did you think the author did a good job of 
holding your interest? Give three specific reasons someone should or should not 
read this book. Tell about your favorite part of the book.  

  
  



PowerPoint Rubric 
 
 
Detail/complexity ( 35 points possible) _________ pts. 
Pictures and labels on all nine slides! Connections to text are correct, 
specific, and insightful. 
____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
Grammar, Usage and Spelling ( 5 points possible) _________ pts. 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Creativity ( 10 points possible) __________ pts.  
 
____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Total Points _______________/ 50 Possible 
 
 
Student Name: ___________________________________________ 
 
  



Incoming 7th Grade Summer Reading Extra Credit Opportunity!!!!!!! 
 

 
Students can choose to read and complete a second project for extra 
credit. This is not a mandatory assignment.  
Students who correctly follow the directions below will receive 5 bonus 
points each quarter of the school year for a total of 20 extra credit points.  
 
Directions: 
Choose and read a third book from the list provided. Complete a 
PowerPoint and  label it: Extra Credit- Your Last Name. Follow the 
directions on the PowerPoint page to create the project.  
 
Extra credit projects are due Friday, August 10th. Late extra credit will 
not be accepted. Extra credit summer books will not count towards the 
quarterly reading book requirement, though students may read SSYRA 
books and take quizzes to count for the competition. SSYRA books read 
over the summer are not eligible for the quarterly reading menu extra credit 
that is given during the school year.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



English Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism 
Cheating is claiming the work of other individuals, groups, or agencies as your own.  
 
Cheating includes:  

● exchanging assignments with other students, whether it is believed the work will 
be copied or not;  giving or receiving answers during tests or quizzes. (It is the 
student’s responsibility to secure his or her papers so other students will not have 
the opportunity or the temptation to copy.);  

● taking credit for group work when the student has not contributed an equal or 
appropriate share toward the final result;  

●  accessing a test or quiz for the purpose of determining the questions in advance 
of its administration;  using summaries and commentaries (Cliff Notes, Spark 
Notes, etc.) instead of reading the assigned materials or for copying essays and 
responses.  

 
Plagiarism is a form of cheating. In this case, plagiarism happens most often when 
students are researching for information on topics in a class project or paper. Plagiarism 
is seen as a serious form of cheating that gives teachers a false view of a student’s 
strengths and weaknesses. It prevents further instruction in areas of weakness and 
delays the student in reaching his or her potential.  
 
Plagiarism includes:  

● taking someone else’s assignment or portion of an assignment and submitting it 
as one’s own;  

● submitting material written by someone else or rephrasing the ideas of another 
without giving the author’s name or source;  

● presenting the work of tutors, parents, siblings, or friends as one’s own;  
● failing to properly cite sources used in writing a paper or preparing a project; 

submitting purchased papers or papers from the Internet written by someone 
else as one’s own;  

●  supporting plagiarism by providing work to others, whether it is believed it will be 
copied or not. 

 
 Consequences: The consequences may include:  

● Re-instruction or review of proper research strategies and citations to avoid plagiarism.  
●  Students involved may receive a grade of “0” on the assignment, test, quiz, or project.  
●  A disciplinary referral may be submitted to the office and parents will be contacted. 

 
**Courtesy of Osceola Middle School English Department 
 


